
CATHEDRAL BASILICA OF CHRIST THE KING 
714 King Street West 
Hamilton, Ontario L8P 1C7 
(905) 522-5744  
www.ctkbasilica.ca 

 
 
 
 

Thursday, March 19th, 2020 
Feast of Saint Joseph, Patron of Canada 

 
Dear Parishioners of the Cathedral Basilica: 
 
These are strange times indeed!  The quick spread of the COVID 19 virus and the desire to “flatten the curve” has led to the 
suspension of all daily and Sunday Masses in the Diocese of Hamilton for the present time.  Bishop Crosby has offered all 
Catholics in the Diocese of Hamilton a dispensation from attending Sunday Mass for the duration of the suspension of 
services.  I can tell you that this was not an easy decision and that it was not taken lightly.  That we cannot gather to offer 
the Eucharist is a heart-breaking reality.  His Excellency’s Pastoral Letter – Lift Up Your Hearts – is on the reverse side of 
this letter.   
 
Every Sunday since I was appointed a Pastor (20 years now) I have offered the Missa pro populo – the Mass for the People 
– each Sunday.  It is the responsibility of those who hold the office of Pastor in every Parish around the world.  I want to 
assure you that I will offer this Mass each Sunday for you the faithful of this Parish.  Let us be united with one another in 
spiritual communion – even though we cannot be physically present to one another.  Each week I look forward to greeting 
you before and after each Sunday liturgy – know that I am praying for you and your families. 
 
During this time, I’d like to encourage you to watch a televised Mass on Salt+Light Catholic Media.  I am working on 
arranging to “livestream” the Mass from the Cathedral Basilica and hope that we’ll be able to accomplish this project soon. 
 
One of the efforts of our staff and volunteers will be to contact our Parishioners by telephone to “check-in”.  Please let us 
know if there is anything you need – we’ll do our best to help you. 
 
For those who are able, please consider remembering the Cathedral Basilica in your donations – the reality of not having 
Sunday Mass means that we will not have a regular flow of donations to help us pay our bills.  Your continued support at 
this time will be very important to your Parish community.  You may wish to mail in your donation (no cash); sign up for 
pre-authorized debits, or use Canada Helps – both of which can be accessed through our website. 
 
We will get through this difficult time.  God is with us!  He doesn’t abandon us.  The Lord is our strength and our salvation.  
As this difficult Lenten journey continues, let us pray that we will walk together into the joy of Easter!  Our Parish website 
(ctkbasilica.ca) and my twitter account (BasilicaRector@davidwynen) will have regular updates.  I will write to you again 
when we are able to resume our regular schedule of Parish liturgies. 
 
Be assured of my prayers for you at the Altar of God. 
 

In Christ the King, 
 
 
 

Reverend David A. Wynen, 
Rector 


